THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT ROME

right performance    And so it comes about that
in aH the records we have left of the old religion
the fiaBemt fea&tre which catches and retains our
at&e&tton fe exactness of ritual    All must be per-
formed not merely 'decently and in order/ but
with the most scrupulous care alike for every
detail of the ceremonial itself, and for the surround-
ing circumstances    The omission or misplace-
ment of a single word in the formula, the slight-
est sign of resistance on the part of the victim,
any disorder among the bystanders, even the
accidental squeak of a mouse, are sufficient to
vitiate the whole ritual and necessitate its repeti-
tion feora the very beginning    One of the main
ftractions of the Roman priesthood was to preserve
intact   the   tradition   of formulae   and  ritual,
and,, when the magistrate offered sacrifice for
the state, the powtifex stood at his side and
dictated (prawre) the formulae which he must
use.   Almost the oldest specimen of Latin which
the &wg of the Salii, tfaB-ptfests
om feom ge&eratKHti to generation
repeated with scrupulous care, even though
themselves, as Quintilian assures us,
notion what it meant    Nor was
ei?em<mial which wer0
of vlt$j|fe|                                 m^&t be attended

